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ASSOCIATED  CHARITIES

Mrs. Madeline McDowell Breckinridge was the founder of the
Associated Charities work as it is now conducted. In 1901 she
reorganized the institution existing at that time and introduced
into Lexington the modern idea of relief and social welfare work.
Her interest in the organization has been unfailing from its begin-
ning, on its present basis. She has served continuously on the
board of directors, and in 1916, in recognition of her services, she
was elected a life member.

To Mrs. Breckinridge more than any other individual is due
the continued existence and development of the work that was
begun under her leadership. -On more than one occasion, when the
task of raising the necessary funds for its support has seemed hope-
less, her organizing capacity, her energy, her influence and her own
generosity have saved the institution.

The officers and board of directors of this institution had
ample opportunity to know and appreciate Mrs. Breckinridge's
great desire tp have Lexington in the front rank of American cities
in its social welfare activities, and of her tireless and unselfish
efforts to this end.

We record her death in profound sorrow for the passing of the
board's most serviceable member and in full recognition of the
greater difficulties her death imposes upon us in the performance
of our duties. Almost with her last hours she was planning for the
promotion of the work of the Associated Charities. While Lexing-
ton has lost her first citizen and the city poor and unfortunate their
best friend, we cannot refrain from expressing the hope and belief
that the example of her life will be a source of inspiration for the
entire community.

We extend our deepest sympathy to the members of her family
and to all of those who share with us a keen sense of the loss we have
all sustained.
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